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East Midlands Academy Trust Admissions Policy 2023-2024 

 

Introduction 

As the admission authority for our academies, East Midlands Academy Trust is responsible for the 

admission arrangements. The policy for the Trust is to follow the relevant local authorities’ 

coordinated admission arrangements: 

 

¶ Orchard and Shepherdswell: Milton Keynes Local Authority 

¶ Northampton International Academy, Hardingstone Academy, Castle Academy, Stimpson 

Avenue Academy: West Northamptonshire Council 

¶ Prince William School: North Northamptonshire Council  

 

It has also been agreed that the Local Authority in which each school is located will manage the 

coordinated admissions process and, in conjunction with the Trust, allocate places to each of the 

academies: this will be coordinated by each Local Authority using a common application form and will 

be in conjunction with each Local Authority’s coordinated scheme setting out timeframes for 

applications to be processed.  

Definitions 

Looked after children are children who, at the time of making an application to a school, are: 

¶ In the care of a local authority, or  

¶ Being provided with accommodation by a local authority in exercise of its social services 

functions  

Previously looked after children are children who were looked after, but ceased to be so because 

they: 

¶ Were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 or the Adoption and Children Act 2002, or  

¶ Became subject to a child arrangements order, or 

¶ Became subject to a special guardianship order 

This includes those children who appear (to the admission authority) to have been in state care 

outside of England and ceased to be in state care as a result of being adopted 



 

East Midlands Academy Trust is a company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales No. 08149829 

Orchard Academy, Shepherdswell Academy, Castle Academy, Hardingstone Academy, Stimpson Avenue Academy, Prince William School and 

Northampton International Academy are all business names of the East Midlands Academy Trust. 

Siblings:  

A sibling is defined as a child’s brother or sister. A sibling must be living at the same permanent 

address and as part of the same family unit (one or two parents plus children) to qualify under this 

criterion.  
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Requests for admission outside the normal age group (Summer Born) 

All children are entitled to a full time school place in the September following their 4th birthday and 

most parents are happy for their child to start school at this point.  However, parents/carers of 

summer born children (those born between 1st April and 31st August) who do not reach compulsory 

school age until a full year after they would normally start school, may wish to delay their child’s start 

to school until the September following the child’s 5th birthday.  

If parents wish to delay their summer born child’s school start until the September following their 5th 

birthday, there are 2 options: 

1. Parents can make an in-year application for a place for the September following their child’s 

5th birthday. The child would normally start school in Year 1 (their correct chronological age 

group) as other children in the child’s age group already attending school will be moving from 

Reception to Year 1 at this point. It is import
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¶ the parent’s/carer’s views; 

¶ information about the child's academic, social and emotional development; 

¶ where relevant, the child’s medical history and the views of a medical professional; 

¶ whether the child may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if it were not for being born 

prematurely; 

¶ the Head teacher's views. 

What happens next? 

Parents/carers will be informed of the admission authority’s decision on the year group the child 

should be admitted to when they start school (i.e. Reception or Year 1) and will set out clearly the 

reasons for their decision.  

What happens if the request is approved?



 

https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/school-admissions
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/school-admissions
http://www.milton-keynes.gov.uk/schools-and-lifelong-learning/school-admissions
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Late Applications 

Late applications are any common application forms (for the normal point of entry) received by a local 

authority after the statutory closing date of 31st October for Secondary and 15
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Appeals 

If a parent/carer’s application for a place at the school is unsuccessful, they will be informed by the 

Local Authority 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals/appeal-outcome-school-placement
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/school-admissions-appeals/appeal-outcome-school-placement
mailto:schoolappeals@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Individual Academy Admissions Oversubscription Criteria 

 

Orchard Academy 

 

The catchment area is defined as Campbell Park south of the park, Springfield, Fishermead – roads 

north east of Pencarrow Place and Mullion Place, South Central Milton Keynes and Woolstone. 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

Places will be allocated to pupils who have a statement of SEN or EHC plan that names the school as 

appropriate provision. When there are more applications for places than there are places available, 

priority will be given in the following order: 

 

1. Looked after children and previously looked after children. 

2. A child with a sibling at the school, or at Shepherdswell Academy, who is expected to be on
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Shepherdswell Academy 

 

 

The defined catchment area is Campbell Park south of the park, Springfield and Woolstone. 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

Children who have a statement of SEN or an Education, Health Care Plan naming Shepherdswell 

Academy will be given priority for admission within the normal admission round. Where there is 

oversubscription the following criteria will be used to allocate places: 

 

1. Looked after children and previously looked after children  

2. A child with a sibling at the school, or at Orchard Academy, who is expected to be on roll at 

the school or Orchard Academy at the time of admission. 

3. The child’s place of residence is within the catchment area of the school and there is no 

sibling. 

4. Other children.   

 

Allocation of PAN 

The Published Admission Number (PAN) for the Reception year is 60. 

 

In the event of there being more applicants meeting any of the criteria above places will be allocated 

in distance order using the distance between the child’s normal home address and the school’s main 

entrance, measured in a straight line, using the council’s computerised measuring system wi



 

East Midlands Academy Trust is a company limited by guarantee registered in England & Wales No. 08149829 

Orchard Academy, Shepherdswell Academy, Castle Academy, Hardingstone Academy, Stimpson Avenue Academy, Prince William School and 

Northampton International Academy are all business names of the East Midlands Academy Trust. 

 

Castle Academy 

 

 

 

Oversubscription Criteria 

Places will be allocated to pupils who have EHC plan that names the school as appropriate provision. 

When the
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   Northampton International Academy 

 
Primary Oversubscription Criteria 

Places will be allocated to pupils who have an EHC plan that names the school as appropriate 

provision. When there are more applications for places than there are places available, priority will be 

given in the following order: 

 

1. Looked after children and previously looked after children  

2. Siblings of pupils who will continue to attend NIA.  

3. Pupils who live closer to the preferred school than any other school. 

4. Other children.  

 

Allocation to PAN 

The Published Admission Number (PAN) for the Reception year is 60. 

 

If the published admission number (PAN) 
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Secondary Oversubscription Criteria 

Places will be allocated to pupils who have an EHC plan that names the school as appropriate 

provision. When there are more applications for places than there are places available, priority will be 

given in the following order: 

 

1. Looked after children and previously looked after children  

2. Siblings of pupils who will continue to attend NIA.  

3. Pupils from Castle Academy for admission to the Secondary Phase.  

4. Pupils who live closer to the preferred school than any other school.  

5. Other children.   

 

Allocation to PAN 

The Published Admission Number (PAN) for Year 7 is 


